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Thunderstorms Provide Needed Moisture

Thundershowers fell upon Maryland over the weekend, delivering replenishing moisture to the soil.   Rainfall
amounts last week ranged from .8 inches in Talbot county to 2.1 inches in Somerset county.  Consequently,
topsoil moisture rated in adequate supply rose 10 percent from the previous week, and 6 percent is now rated
surplus.  Subsoil moisture rated in adequate supply rose 13 percent from the previous week, and 1 percent
is in surplus supply.  This increase in soil moisture will help spring crop establishment and growth.

The recent rain also benefitted pastureland and hay crops.  Pasture conditions are rated 14 percent excellent,
44 percent good, 35 percent fair, 6 percent poor, and 1 percent very poor.  Hay supplies are rated 4 percent
surplus, 80 percent adequate, 8 percent short, and 8 percent very short.

Despite wet conditions, farmers had 5.2 days suitable for field work last week to continue planting activities.
Corn is 40 percent planted,  24 percent ahead of last year at this time, and 22 percent ahead of the five year
average.  Planting for vegetables such as cucumbers, green peas, snap beans, sweet corn, tomatoes, and
cantaloupes are all running ahead of schedule.

MARYLAND'S CROP PROGRESS FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 28, 2002 (PERCENT)

ITEM THIS
WEEK

LAST
WEEK

LAST
YEAR

AVERAGE
1997-2001

Small Grain Development:    
   Barley headed 75 25 31 55
   Wheat headed 32 6 - - 10
Planting Progress:
   Cantaloupes 15 14 17 15
   Corn 40 20 16 18
   Cucumbers 12 10 13 9
   Potatoes 75 56 84 94
   Green Peas 84 83 64 82
   Snap Beans 11 8 5 9
   Sweet Corn 35 23 24 27
   Tomatoes 32 30 28 26
   Watermelons 17 14 10 10
Fruit Crops Bloomed:
   Apples 84 39 48 65
   Peaches 95 89 81 91
   Strawberries 62 47 44 54

SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 28, 2002 (PERCENT)

Condition Very Short Short Adequate Surplus

Topsoil Moisture 1 23 70 6

Topsoil (2001) 0 4 87 9

Subsoil Moisture 19 46 34 1

Subsoil (2001) 0 3 91 6
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